COMMITMENTS,   ETC.
His subsequent resignation and return to Syria confirmed
the opinion of the * Iraqis in Syria that the British authorities in
Iraq regarded them as active enemies who were trying to
undermine British influence in the country, and that no real
opportunities would ever be given to the 'Iraqis to manage
their own affairs. The Acting Civil Commissioner, in his turn,
was convinced that his view of the Arab Nationalists was the
correct one: that they were incapable and inconstant and that
nothing constructive might be expected from them. When,
therefore, the Acting Civil Commissioner's opinion was asked
on a draft reply1 to a Memorandum which the 'Iraqi officers
had sent to the Foreign Office demanding the immediate
establishment of a National Government, he gave way to a
characteristic outburst, deprecating in no uncertain language
that an important announcement should be drawn from H.M.
Government by 'such small fry'. He suggested, however, that
if a reply were believed to be necessary it 'should be restricted
to an intimation that the writers appear to have been misin-
formed as to the progress of events in Mesopotamia, and that
it is open to them to go to Mesopotamia to see things for
themselves*.2
Some form of reassurance to the clraqi officers was held to be
necessary by both Lord Curzon and Mr. Montagu. A new
reply was drafted. After stating that 'pending the decision of
the Peace Conference as to Mandatory power and nature of
Mandate it would be premature to attempt constitutional
experiments', it followed the Acting Civil Commissioner's
suggestion for a reply and pointed out that if the officers would
visit the country they would find that Provincial and Divisional
Councils were already being formed 'to ensure measure of
Arab participation compatible with military occupation and
mutual interest in political future'. The appointment of Naji
1 Telegram, S/S for India to Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, July isth, 1919.
2 Telegram No. 8107, Civil Commissioner, Baghdad, to S/S for India, July
1919.